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TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE STATISTICS

O

ur most recent articles have focused on the very
important issue of plying for hire. We now turn
to the next important issue of the control of numbers.
Before we start it is probably useful to give a comparison
over the decades regarding taxis and private hire
vehicles in London. The Hindley report in 1939 stated
that there were 7,811 licensed Cabs, with ranking
accommodation for 7,658 of them. It was estimated
in London that approximately 2,000 private hire
vehicles were in operation. It is worth noting that the
population of London in 1939 was 8.6 Million. Moving
on to the 1970 Stamp report it stated there were 12,770
licensed taxi drivers, of which 1,179 were yellow badge
(suburban). The number of taxi cabs in service was
8,181 with ranking space for only 2,797 cabs. Private
Hire however had grown to an estimated 20,000.
The reason for this growth was due to an increased
availability in provision of telephone services to the
general public. It was estimated that in the 1950s only
one in ten households had a telephone; by the 1970s,
WKLVÀJXUHKDGLPSURYHG)ROORZLQJWKHFUHDWLRQRI7I/
by 2005 private hire vehicles, drivers and operators
ZHUH OLFHQVHG 7RGD\·V ÀJXUHV VKRZ D KXJH JURZWK
in private hire, according to TfL’s Law Commission
response (TPH1080) they state the following licensing
ÀJXUHV
)RU3ULYDWH+LUHGULYHUVYHKLFOHV
RSHUDWRUV )RU WD[LV WKH FXUUHQW ÀJXUHV DUH DV IROORZV
approximately 25,000 drivers of which there are 3,331
suburban drivers; the number of cabs licensed is
approximately 22,500 with ranking space for just 2,177
across the capital. It is worth noting today’s population
RI/RQGRQLVDSSUR[LPDWHO\PLOOLRQKDOIDPLOOLRQ
less than in 1939!
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TIME TO WAKE UP AND
SMELL THE COFFEE
All forms of transport take people from A to B.
+RZHYHULQWHUPVRIGRRUWRGRRUWUDQVSRUWWD[LVDQG
private hire vehicles are in direct competition, as at
DQ\JLYHQWLPHWKHUHLVDÀQLWHQXPEHURISHRSOHRXWRI
8.6 million wishing to use either. It is imperative that
number controls should apply to both taxis and private
hire vehicles to control only taxis and not PHV’s could
QUANTITY CONTROLS
Outside of London licensing authorities may choose to very well see the demise of the taxi trade. Simply put
restrict the number of taxis licensed within their area, taxi numbers along with rank provision could go down
by virtue of the 1985 Transport Act. However, there as TfL would be empowered to do so, while at the same
is no mechanism within law anywhere in the UK to time PH could increase further with no control as TfL
restrict private hire vehicle licences. In London, there would have no power to stop it.
It is for this reason that the RMT London Taxi Branch
DUH QR TXDQWLW\ UHVWULFWLRQV RI WD[LV RU 3+9V DV 7)/
stated in their response that there should be a mechanism
does not have any express power to do so.
The Law Commission raised this issue within its in primary legislation that gives the licensing authorities
consultation and we were both shocked and bewildered the ability to manage the growth of BOTH taxis and
having read the responses. Insofar as the vast majority private hire vehicles.
Time to wake up and smell the coffee. If you agree that
feel it is important to control taxi numbers, but not
private hire vehicles. Of course it is important to SO\LQJIRUKLUHVKRXOGEHGHÀQHGDQGQXPEHUFRQWUROV
control taxi numbers as there are plenty of examples applied to both trades please show your support and
ZKHUH WKLV KDV QRW RFFXUUHG )RU LQVWDQFH ZLWKLQ take the time to enter our text campaign. Thank you.
Dublin, deregulation caused misery and the lowering of
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To ensure you get a copy of Taxi Globe for
12 months, please send a cheque or
postal order, made payable to Warners Group
Publication, for £20 inclusive of VAT and
post and packing in the UK to:
Taxi Globe Subscriptions,
West Street, Bourne,
Lincolnshire PE10 9PH

Taxi Globe has been carefully prepared, but articles
are published without the responsibility on the part of
the publishers or authors for loss occasioned to any
person acting or refraining from action as a result of
any view, information or advice included therein. The
publishers accept no responsibility for the views or
opinions expressed by contributors. Articles published in
;H_P.SVILKVUV[ULJLZZHYPS`YLÅLJ[[OLVWPUPVUZVM[OL
publishers, nor can the publishers or authors accept any
responsibility for any claims made by the advertisers.



























standards when numbers jumped from 2,800 to 16,000.
That is 3,000 more than New York, which is 7 times
larger in terms of population. In London, we have seen
GLIÀFXOWLHV ZLWK RYHU OLFHQVLQJ RI WKH VXEXUEDQ DUHDV
However many complain about the huge numbers of
private hire vehicles now operating within the capital
but they have failed to make this point in their responses.
Looking closely at TfL’s response it is concerned
when it states the following on page 13, “ …TfL has
serious concerns regarding some of the provisional
proposals and questions which TfL believes would
KDYHDVLJQLÀFDQWGHWULPHQWDOLPSDFWLQ/RQGRQ7KHVH
LQFOXGH$OOSURSRVDOVWKDWFRXOGOHDGWRDQLQFUHDVHLQ
out of area PHV’s operating within London which TfL
does not have the enforcement capacity to control”.
6RLWZRXOGDSSHDURQWKHRQHKDQGWKDW7ÁKDYHQRW
asked for quantity controls regarding the licensing of
LWVRZQ3+9VDQGDUHSUHVXPDEO\KDSS\WRÁRRGWKH
capital with them. However they are concerned with the
SURVSHFWRIWKHQXPEHURIRXWRIDUHD3+9VÁRRGLQJ
London. How bizarre.

BE PROACTIVE – NOT REACTIVE
It’s your job. It’s your future!
Calling ALL Taxi Drivers help us to
“Put the London Cab back on Point”
7H[W4Hire (along with your name and badge number) to 60777
<RXUGHWDLOVZLOOEHWUHDWHGLQFRQÀGHQFH

































































































































































